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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

fa) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3, 4-11 and 15-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over applicant admitted prior art (AAPA) in view of Kawaguchi et al., 
(Kawaguchi), JP 04-020933 A. 

3 The AAPA described in the present application and shown in Figs. 15 and 16, 
discloses an electrooptical unit comprising: 

- an electrooptical panel (100) overlapping a circuit board (7) with a 
predetermined space therebetween, the electrooptical panel including panel-side 
terminal facing circuit board-side terminals of the circuit board (Fig. 16); and 

- a conductive material (60) connecting the terminal (481 ) of the liquid crystal 
panel (400) and the terminal (781) of the circuit board (7). 

The AAPA described in the present application shows in Figs. 1 5 and 16 that the 
electronic components include a connector (60) elastically connected between the I/O 
terminals of the circuit board (7) and the I/O terminals (481) of the electrooptical panel. 

The AAPA described in the present application also shows in Fig. 16 an external 
element such as a surface mount type capacitor (91). 



Application/Control Number: 09/925,939 ™9 e * 

Art Unit: 2871 

The AAPA described in the present application further shows in Figs. 15 and 16, 
that a plurality of electrode patterns extends from an area where the driver IC (490) is 
located to an image area of the electrooptical panel. 

The AAPA described in the present application discloses that the panel-side 
terminals are formed of an ITO film. 

The AAPA described in the present application also shows in Figs. 15 and 16 that 
an area of the flexible board extends beyond an edge of the electrooptical panel. 

The AAPA described in the present application also discloses that the 
electrooptical panel is a liquid crystal panel and that the conductive material is an 
anisotropic conductive material. 

The AAPA differs from the claimed invention because it does not explicitly 
disclose the flexible board that overlaps part of the electrooptical panel and includes a 
plurality of front-side terminals that are electrically connected with electrical components 
and rear side terminals that are electrically connected with the panel-side terminals via 

conductive member. 

Kawaguchi discloses an electrooptical unit that includes an electrooptical panel 
(6), a circuit board (2) and a flexible board (1) that includes front and rear side terminals 
(3, 4) wherein the rear side terminals are electrically connected with the terminals of the 
circuit board (Fig. 1). Kawaguchi also discloses that such an arrangement is 
advantageous since it improves workability (abstract). 

Kawaguchi is evidence that ordinary workers in the art would find a reason, 



Application/Control Number: 09/925,939 ™ge * 

Art Unit: 2871 

suggestion or motivation to use a flexible board that includes a plurality of front-side 
terminals, rear-side terminals and through holes wherein the rear side terminals are 
connected with the panel-side terminals and the front-side terminals are connected with 

electronic components. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify the electrooptical unit of the AAPA by 
employing a flexible board that includes front and rear terminals and are connected with 
the electronic component and panel-side terminals respectively so that workability is 
improved, as per the teachings of Kawaguchi. 

Accordingly, claims 1-3, 5-11 and 14-19 would have been obvious. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 12 and 13 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tarifur R Chowdhury whose telephone number is (703) 
308-41 15. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th (6:30-5:00) Friday Off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examinees 
supervisor, Robert Kim can be reached on (703) 305-3492. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 



1782. 



T. Chowdhury /J 
Primary Examiner ^ 
Technology Center 2800 
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